ustralian homes

often aren’t built

with winter in

mind. Luckily

Sydney winters are

short, but when the
chillier months do hit, an
unprepared household doesn’t
just feel the freeze, but will have
to part with extra cold hard cash
come bill time.

Graham Cooke, energy expert
at comparison site Finder, says
the first step in avoiding winter
bill shock is to shop around.

“Energy pricing is quite
confusing so it can be easy to sign
up to whoever your family or
friends are with, but chances are
you can find a better deal if you do
your own research,” he says.

He adds that energy providers
are not in business to make
friends so you shouldn’t be either.

“One thing to remember when
it comes to your energy plan is
that loyalty does not pay off. If
you’'ve been with your energy
provider for a while, it’s likely
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FOCUS

Put your
energy to
g00d use

Making smart energy decisions now will make all the
difference come bill time, writes Kirsten Craze
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your discount period has ended
and you’ve been bumped to a
more expensive plan.”

Graham suggests looking at
what you are being charged per
kilowatt, per hour, to get a more
accurate comparison.

According to Hipages,
insulation in an average family
home will pay for itself in saved
energy costs in just four years.

During the winter months
approximately 25-35 per cent of a
home’s heat can escape through
the ceilings as hot air naturally
rises, while 15-25 per cent can be
lost through the walls and 10-20
per cent via the windows. In
addition, air leakage is
responsible for 15-25 per cent
of heat loss at home.

The trade services site estimates
DIY insulation batts will cost
homeowners from $1200 per 100sq
m of coverage, with more superior
batts and other types such as spray
or loose fill insulation potentially
costing more, but itisan
investment worth making.

More: finder.com.au; hipages.com.au
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HEAT IS ON

‘s
For renters or apartment-dwellers
sometimes the most
energy-efficient options are off
the table, such as the latest
hi-tech centralised heating or
total insulation, but there are
still ways to be savvy
when buying winter
appliances

“IF YOU'VE BEEN
WITH YOUR
ENERGY PROVIDER
FOR A WHILE,
IT'S LIKELY YOUR
DISCOUNT PERIOD
HAS ENDED
AND YOU'VE BEEN
BUMPED T0 A
MORE EXPENSIVE

PLAN

Cold winter evepj -
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Canbevery

Guillaume Roux of Oblica Fireplaces says the first step to choosing a fire is deciding if you want the fireplace to be
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Youdo want to buy a smal) POI’tai)b ﬁ:‘m says. “Then, do you want an in-built ﬁre_place. a‘freestamiing stove style, a sculptural suspended, or wall-hanging
e ter then shop around one? They all perform the same function and it comes down to personal taste,” he says.
§ “When installing an open fireplace ensure the room is well-ventilated as a fire consumes oxygen.”
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