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all it recycling, up

cycling or simply

finding a home for

grandma’s old wares,

but having preloved

items with
personality around your place
can make a house a home.

According to a recent study by
online trading site Gumtree, the
second-hand home decor market
is booming, with 90 per cent of
Australians having purchased
used household items in the past
12 months, with furniture making
up 31 per cent of that share.

Kirsty Dunn, from Gumtree
Australia, says by choosing to not
buy new, people can find a gem
while saving money — and the
environment.

“We're all becoming more
eco-conscious and savvier with
how we spend our money,” Kirsty
says. “So it makes sense to look
for something on Gumtree in
your local area first before going
to the shops.”

As the collection and rehoming
manager for The Bower Reuse
and Repair Centre in
Marrickville, Louise Grace says
we should also consider upcyling
household items.

“Australians are very good at
donating, but not so good at
buying second-hand and that’s
something we need to change,”
Louise says. “It needs to become
the new norm because there’s
such a glut of stuff out there —
more than The Bower or any
charity can keep up with.”

ALIGHT TOUCH

“These are one of my favourite
things to find in charity stores, or
to have passed on from friends
and family,” says Tiffany Benn,
founder of Hart Home Decor.

“A new lampshade and the
right bulb can transform what
was once a tired-looking lamp
into your new favourite item.”

And with home makeovers on
the rise, The Bower has decades
of donated styles.

“We get a lot of good quality
light fittings,” Louise says. “Art
deco is quite popular and we have
quite a few '60s and '70s ones
around that are either wall
sconces or ceilings fixtures.”

GREAT LOOKING GLASS
Tiffany says it's clear that second-
hand glassware adds a personal
touch from inexpensive coloured
vases to coloured vintage wine
glasses or pricier cut crystal.
“They give a wonderfully
luxurious vibe to your home,” she
says. “My friends are always
commenting on my collection.
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FOCUS.
Second time

probably would have paid about

$600 for it brand new,” says

Kirsty. “I love it, but I also love |
the thrill that I've saved a lot of

money — and still got just what
Iwanted.”

As well as finding preloved
pieces for clients, Tiffany bought
herself six dining chairs on eBay.

“I painted them myself and had
them reupholstered in velvet,”
she says. “IfI'd bought something
similar from a shop it probably
would have cost me close to $1000
a chair, but second-hand is nicer
because you get something that’s
so original,” she says.

Louise says reclaimed timber
is easy to find and can be reused
in any number of ways.

“Older timber that has been
pulled out of a house has had time
tobreath and season and asit’s
often old growth with tighter
grain,” she says. “Old growth
Australian hardwood is also a
finite resource and when they
demolish houses in the future it
will be plantation pine they pull
out, as opposed to the beautiful
jarrah, oaks, cedar, kauri that are
currently available.”

More: anniesloan.com
facebook.com/shedeleven/
harthomedecor.

“My current favourite is a cut

glass vintage ice bucket I put
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Think about the mood a
colour will bring to the
room and whether the
pieceis to be a focal
point or to blend in.

Work with the existing
decor. If the exact
desired shade isn't
available, mix paint to
make create an
individual colour, or
choose something to
complement the room,
fabrics or the artwork.

* Find colour and style
inspiration online from
You Tube, Pinterest or =

rrRom $273,100

SITE COSTS INCLUDED"

The Ivory offers a stunning, contemporary design for the
growing family. With large, broad living and entertaining
spaces around a central family hub, this home caters to
the individual needs of each member of the family.

Call 1300 246 700

IVORY 29 ON DISPLAY AT ELARA ESTATE, MARSDEN PARK
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and easy to change, so
it’s no drama to repaint. VISIT hudsonhomes.com.au TO EXPLORE OUR FULL DESIGN RANGE
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